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The Effect of the Incentive Program “Eco-Point System” to Choice of Energy Efficient
Refrigerators and Air Conditioners by Consumers
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Abstract : In Japan, the eco-point system, which is an incentive program for the purchase of energy efficient air
conditioners, refrigerators, and digital televisions, was introduced in 2009.
We examine whether this incentive program increased the consumers’ choice probability for energy efficient air
conditioners and refrigerators, by comparing the data from questionnaires for consumers who bought these
appliances in 2008 and in 2009. We use the binary logit model and multinomial logit model.
The results indicate that the probability that consumers choose the two appliances under study was increased by the
subsidy offered. However, the choice probability of most energy efficient appliances decreased and the choice
probability of less efficient ones increased with regard to the said appliances.
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Age 4
Female : Y51 (=1, BME=0)
Child:FEFHAE (1 LLE=1, 0 A=0)
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Obs Mean SE. Min Max | Obs Mean SE. Min Max
BA /BR 34 0.733 0443 0 1 442 0.878 0.328 0 1
OA/OR/MA /MR 341 1.041 0.758 0 2 442 1.493 0.704 0 2
after 341 0528 0.500 0 1 442 0.548 0498 0 1
label 341 0422 0.597 0 2 442 0484 0.654 0 2
fi 34 1419 1.533 0 6 442 1.559 1.442 0 6
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age 341 43745  11.692 20 79 | 442 43.966 12.651 20 79
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educ KZ 3 4.326 1816 1 7 442 4570 1.788 1 7
family 341 2.900 1174 1 6 442 3.007 1.250 1 6
house 341 0.531 0.500 0 1 442 0.525 0.500 0 1
own 341 0.680 0467 0 1 442 0.679 0467 0 1
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